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The mission of The Accelerator is to serve people raising 

funds for nonprofit organizations by linking them with others 

in the development community and providing affordable 

opportunities for their professional growth and education.



Letter from the Executive Director

Hello members and supporters of The People’s Nonprofit Accelerator,

It is my hope that you are reading this report in good health and spirits. In the spirit of transparency and 
evaluation, The People’s Nonprofit Accelerator will now have impact reports.

In 2020 and 2021, People’s Nonprofit Accelerator made the leap in developing a new Theory of Change and 
Strategic Plan that positioned us to be active partners with our students and members in advancing their 
workforce and professional development while centering equity, diversity, inclusion and racial justice. Our 
commitment to increasing financial and digital accessibility of our Signature Certificate Programs and 
workshops allows us to admit more students and include students from communities who have historically 
been  underrepresented, oppressed, and prohibited from accessing resources in order to achieve community 
prosperity.

2023 presents challenges and opportunities for many nonprofit organizations now that we are on the decline 
from the Covid 19 pandemic. Since 2021, many individuals have shifted careers and positions in and out of 
the nonprofit workforce seeking higher wages and better family-based benefits, nonprofit organizations are 
expressing that burnout is affecting worker and volunteer retention that includes board of directors and 
executive directors, and there is simply a shortage of workers and talent across the sector with many positions 
having vacancies.

With that being said, organizations who have been able to hire and retain their workers are now investing in 
their staff’s well-being that includes job-training and learning how to work with one another. One of the ways 
we have observed this at People’s Nonprofit Accelerator is through the uptick of student enrollment across 
our Signature Certificate Programs and workshops.

Across three of our Signature Certificate Programs that launched in April of 2023, we enrolled 65 students. 
This is the largest set of learners enrolled in a season to date, even by comparison to pre-pandemic years 
offering the same content. Additionally, through our commitment to be digitally and financially accessible, 
we are seeing more and more participants from outside the Portland-metro. Our last observation is that 
more and more we are seeing teams joining programs ranging from 2-5 individuals at a time.

Needless to say, no matter if you see us as professional development, peer support, capacity building, 
workforce training, or technical assistance — The People’s Nonprofit Accelerator is so vastly important to 
achieve a just and joyful future for our communities.

Those are my thoughts, for now, on our progress at The People’s Nonprofit Accelerator, the state of nonprofit 
workforce and our impact so far in 2023. There is so much to be said in the following pages, so I highly 
encourage you to read further. I can’t wait to share my insights and impact in the next report.

Sincerely and with gratitude,

Colin K. Crader II



The Signature 
Certificate Courses are 
the leading fundraising 
and leadership 
certification programs 
in Oregon. 

If you’re seeking a holistic understanding of philanthropy and the core 

functions of a nonprofit professional, you’re in the right place. The 

Signature Certificate Courses are offered in partnership with Portland 

State University (PSU) and fall outside of the continuing education 

credit model. This partnership is rooted in the belief that our program 

and community is bolstered by the increased audience for both PSU 

and The Accelerator and a recognition of the value they bring to the 

nonprofit sector in concert with more traditional academia.

CERTIFICATIONS



The Executive Leadership Academy, offered in 

partnership with Portland State University, is an 10-month 

program combining coaching, and theory to nonprofit 

professionals looking to level up their leadership skills. We 

developed this course specifically for mid- and senior-

level nonprofit leaders with experience or interest in 

serving as an Executive Director.

About the Program

Executive Leadership Academy Graduates DEC 2023

$38,250
provided in financial 
assistance through 
in-kinded People’s 
Nonprofit staff hours.

Cities where students work out of or organization’s 
are headquartered:

Demographic background of students: 

Percentages will add up to more than 100% as we allow for 

individuals to self-attest to multiple designations under 

Gender, Sexual Orientation, and Race and Ethnicity.

Bend, OR
Milwaukie, OR
Portland, OR
Coos Bay, OR
Florence, OR

•	 Friends Of Outdoor School

•	 Proud Ground

•	 L’Arche Portland

•	 Historic Rivoli Theater Performing Arts Center 	

	 Restoration Coalition

•	 Animal Aid

•	 Horses Adaptive Riding and Therapy

•	 Portland Ultimate

•	 Coos Art Museum

•	 Safe Shelter for Siuslaw Students

•	 Central Oregon Community College Foundation

•	 Siuslaw Vision

•	 Open Idea Exchange

•	 Central Catholic High School

Organizations reflected in the cohort: 

Gender: 100% Women

Sexual Orientation: 50% Straight, 7% other, 7% prefer 

not to answer, 21% Lesbian, 14% Bisexual

Race/Ethnicity: 80% White, 12% Indigenous, 6% Latinx, 

6% AAPINH, 6% Multiracial

14 Students Enrolled  — Learn more here!



“After completing the certificate in Nonprofit Fundraising last 

year, the Executive Leadership Academy felt like a natural next 

step. I’m so glad that I continued on with the ELA because I’ve 

already learned so much from the folks teaching as well as from 

my cohort. The certificate courses have allowed me to continue 

my education in a way that is extremely pertinent to my day to day 

work while fitting into my schedule and giving me the opportunity 

to connect with folks I likely never would have met since I don’t live 

in the Portland area. I cannot recommend the People’s Nonprofit 

Accelerator’s courses enough!”

Sophia Anguilla, Network & Development Manager, 

Friends of Outdoor School

Student Testimonial



In this twelve-week tactical and dynamic course, you’ll 

learn to manage up and down, create culture change, 

and practice the art of team leadership. The Certificate 

in Managerial Resilience is offered in partnership with 

Portland State University. This course is for Nonprofit 

professionals interested in better managing people 

and projects.

About the Program

Certificate in Managerial Resilience Graduates JUN 2023

$20,000
provided in financial 
assistance through 
in-kinded People’s 
Nonprofit staff hours.

Cities where students work out of or organization’s 
are headquartered:

Demographic background of students: 

Percentages will add up to more than 100% as we allow for 

individuals to self-attest to multiple designations under 

Gender, Sexual Orientation, and Race and Ethnicity.

Boring, OR
Portland, OR
Independence, OR
Tigard, OR
Detroit, MI

•	 Access Care Anywhere

•	 Animal Aid

•	 The ALS Association Oregon and SW Washington     	

	 Chapter

•	 Horses Adaptive Riding and Therapy

•	 Rational Unicorn Legal Services

•	 New Buildings Institute

•	 Community Energy Project

•	 CODA

•	 Wild Diversity

•	 MiGen

•	 Portland State University Foundation

•	 Familias en Accion

•	 Oregon Food Bank

Organizations reflected in the cohort: 

Gender: 70% Women, 3% Man, 4% Transgender, 

4% Non-Binary

Sexual Orientation: 50% Straight, 7% other, 7% prefer 

not to answer, 21% Lesbian, 14% Bisexual

Race/Ethnicity: 73% White, 8% Indigenous, 4% Black, 

4% Latinx, 4% AAPINH, 4% Multiracial

23 Students Enrolled  — Learn more here!

•	 Portland Refugee Support Group

•	 Partners for a Hunger-Free Oregon

•	 Intertribal Agriculture Council

•	 Alliance for Justice

•	 Hygiene4All



“This course gave me the confidence to lead. I had never really 

believed that I had what it took to manage others. In our classes 

we talked about tools and developed some concrete skills that 

make the job easier, but we also uncovered the leadership 

qualities that we have within us. For the first time I feel excited to 

lead and like I am perfectly capable of it!”

Hilary Shohoney, 

Free Geek

Student Testimonial



This ten-week tactical deep dive into the realities of 

grant writing will build your skills and confidence so 

you can create winning proposals. This is for Anyone 

looking to gain practical, current, and relevant experience 

in nonprofit grant writing. No previous grant writing 

experience necessary.

About the Program

Certificate in Grant Writing Graduates JUN 2023

$39,000
provided in financial 
assistance through 
in-kinded People’s 
Nonprofit staff hours.

Cities where students work out of or organization’s 
are headquartered:

Demographic background of students: 

Percentages will add up to more than 100% as we allow for 

individuals to self-attest to multiple designations under 

Gender, Sexual Orientation, and Race and Ethnicity.

Garibaldi, Oregon
Portland, Oregon
Paradise Valley, Arizona
Riverdale, Georgia
Billings, Montana

•	 Healing Circle

•	 SMART Reading

•	 Urban League of Portland

•	 Energy Trust of Oregon

•	 Lloyd EcoDistrict

•	 Southern California University of Health Sciences

•	 Chelsea Hicks Foundation

•	 Animal Aid

•	 In Mulieribus

•	 Intertribal Agriculture Council

•	 Elemental Energy

•	 MJ Communication

•	 Portland Tennis & Education

•	 From Cradle to Crayons Child Care

Organizations reflected in the cohort: 

Gender: 70% Woman, 18% Man, 7% Prefer not 

to answer

Sexual Orientation: 48% Straight, 7% other, 26% 

prefer not to answer, 7% Lesbian, 4% Gay, 4% Bisexual,            

4% Asexual

Race/Ethnicity: 63% White, 8% Indigenous, 12% Black, 

4% Latinx, 4% AAPINH, 4% Multiracial

27 Students Enrolled  — Learn more here!

•	 Transitions Mental Health Association

•	 Mt. Hood Kiwanis Camp

•	 The Portland Montessori School

•	 Portland State University

•	 Charm Ventures

•	 Momentum Alliance

•	 AfroVillage PDX

Turner, Oregon
Los Osos, California
Eureka, California
Gresham, Oregon
Washington, DC



“The CGW course was an excellent 101-level introductory course to 

the world of grant writing and organizing your pitch for funders with 

varying requirements. One of the best features of this course is the 

small class size, leaving tons of opportunities for questions, scenarios, 

and other specific assistance you might need with grant writing. 

Another great feature of the course is that it is set up with functional 

learning and working professionals in mind; they understand that 

students are at different spots in their development journey and that 

many of us are employed full-time. I appreciated their understanding 

that we are already spread thin by the demands of nonprofit work, 

keeping requirements low and applicable to the real world while 

keeping learning and growth opportunities high.”

Kristin Leiber (she/her), 

Executive Director, Lloyd EcoDistrict

Student Testimonial



Our workshops 
are tailored for 
professionals and 
fundraisers at 
different experience 
levels.

Development Series are 1-2hr workshops, taught by local luminaries, 

covering hot topics in fundraising. Designed for professionals new to 

fundraising, they are also useful for experienced fundraisers branching 

out into new areas.

WORKSHOPS



Development Series are 1-2hr workshops, taught by 

local luminaries, covering hot topics in fundraising. 

Designed for professionals new to fundraising, they are 

also useful for experienced fundraisers branching out 

into new areas.

About the Program

Development Series JAN - JUN 2023

Demographic background of students: 

Percentages will add up to more than 100% as we allow for 

individuals to self-attest to multiple designations under 

Gender, Sexual Orientation, and Race and Ethnicity.

•	 Affinity Projects

•	 All Good Northwest

•	 Arts Council of Lake Oswego

•	 AshbeanPDX Marketing

•	 Big Brothers Big Sisters Columbia Northwest

•	 Call to Safety

•	 Caring Across Generations

•	 Center for African Health and Education

•	 Centro Cultural of Washington County

•	 Children’s Healing Art Project

•	 Civic Influencers

•	 Clackamas Women’s Services

•	 Columbia Riverkeeper

•	 Community Cycling Center

Organizations reflected in the cohort: 

Gender: 76% Woman, 16% Man, 8% Non-binary or 

Transgender, 5% Prefer not to answer

Sexual Orientation: 58% Straight, 7% other, 16% prefer 

not to answer, 3% Lesbian, 3% Gay, 10% Bisexual, 1% 

Demisexual, 4% Asexual, 5% Other

Race/Ethnicity: 83% White, 3% Indigenous, 8% Black, 

11% Latinx, 7% AAPINH, 10% Multiracial, 6% Prefer not 

to answer

88 Attendees  — Learn more here!

•	 Community Energy Project (CEP)

•	 Community Partners for Affordable Housing

•	 Community Warehouse

•	 Consulting For Good

•	 Coos Art Museum

•	 Council for the Homeless

•	 Dougy Center: The National Grief Center for 		

	 Children & Families

•	 Ecotrust

•	 Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon

•	 El Programa Hispano Catolico (EPHC)

•	 ELSO, Inc

•	 EZWriter Documentation Services

•	 Familias en Accion

•	 FOOD For Lane County

•	 Forward Stride

•	 Friends of Family Farmers

•	 Friends Of Outdoor School

•	 Friends of Tryon Creek

•	 Green Lents

•	 Habitat for Humanity of Oregon

•	 Habitat for Humanity Portland Region

•	 Harper’s Playground

•	 Horses Adaptive Riding and Therapy

•	 Hoyt Arboretum Friends

•	 IMPACT Immigration

•	 Infinity Consulting PDX

•	 Inspired Boldness

•	 Intertribal Agriculture Council

•	 Jackson Street Youth Services



Development Series JAN - JUN 2023

Cities where students work out of or organization’s 
are headquartered:

Sacramento, CA

San Francisco, CA

Billings, MT

Taos, NM

Austin, TX

Vancouver, WA

Beaverton, OR

Bend, OR

•	 Jamestown Community Center

•	 Lawyers’ Campaign for Equal Justice

•	 Liberty House

•	 Lift Urban Portland

•	 Lloyd EcoDistrict

•	 Luther House, the Lutheran Campus Ministry at the 	

	 Oregon State University

•	 Madison Area Technical College

•	 Marketing Communications | Target Market 		

	 Segmentation

•	 MHAAO

•	 Micronesian Islander Community

•	 Mittleman Jewish Community Center

•	 Moreland Resource Consulting LLC

•	 Neighborhood House PDX

•	 nerdDOTgay

•	 New Door Ventures

•	 New Narrative

•	 Northwest Family Services

•	 Oregon Agricultural Trust

•	 Oregon Environmental Council

•	 Oregon Food Bank

•	 Oregon Humanities

•	 Oregon Museum of Science and Industry

•	 Oregon Wildlife Foundation

•	 p:ear

•	 Partnership for Safety & Justice

•	 Patricia Reser Center for the Arts

•	 Philanthropy360

•	 Poetic Nature LLC

•	 Portland Aquatic Club

•	 Portland Community College Foundation

•	 Portland Playhouse

•	 Portland Refugee Support Group

•	 Portland YouthBuilders

•	 Pride Northwest, Inc.

•	 Proud Stutter

•	 Providence Foundation

•	 Raphael House of Portland

•	 ReBuilding Center

•	 Ride Connection

•	 Rose City Rollers

•	 Safe Shelter for Siuslaw Students

•	 Samara Learning Center

•	 Self-Employed

•	 Sellwood Community House

•	 Silverton Area Community Aid

•	 SMART Reading

•	 Speece Consulting, LLC

•	 Stone Soup PDX

•	 Street Roots

•	 Sunshine Division

•	 The ALS Association Oregon and SW Washington 	

	 Chapter

•	 The Equi Institute

•	 The Grotto

•	 The People’s Nonprofit Accelerator

•	 The Red Door Project

•	 Unidos Bridging Community

•	 Volunteers of America of Oregon, Inc.

•	 Watercolor Society of Oregon 100 Club

•	 Westwind Stewardship Group

•	 Wild Diversity

•	 Willamette Falls Trust

•	 Willamette Vital Health

•	 Willamette Week’s Give!Guide

•	 Wonderfolk

•	 World Forestry Center

•	 Write Around Portland

•	 XRAY.fm

•	 Youth, Rights & Justice

•	 Yurok Tribe

•	 YWCA Clark County

Corvallis, OR

Eugene, OR

Florence, OR

Gresham, OR

Hood River, OR

Junction City, OR

La Pine, OR

Lake Oswego, OR

McMinnville, OR

Milwaukie, OR

Oregon City, OR

Portland, OR

Salem, OR

Silverton, OR

Tigard, OR

West Linn, OR



The data below is the total impact across all active 

programs for Q1 + Q2. To see specific data from a 

program, refer to previous pages.

Aggregate Impact for Q1 and Q2

All Workshops and Active Classes JAN - JUN 2023

Demographic background of students: 

Percentages will add up to more than 100% as we allow for 

individuals to self-attest to multiple designations under 

Gender, Sexual Orientation, and Race and Ethnicity.

•	 1000 Friends of Oregon

•	 Access Care Anywhere

•	 Affinity Projects

•	 AfroVillage PDX

•	 All Good Northwest

•	 Alliance for Justice

•	 Animal Aid

•	 Arts Council of Lake Oswego

•	 AshbeanPDX Marketing

•	 Bark

•	 Big Brothers Big Sisters Columbia Northwest

•	 Broadway Rose Theatre Company

•	 Call to Safety

•	 Caring Across Generations

Organizations reflected in the cohort: 

Gender: 74% Woman, 15% Man, 8% Non-binary or 

Transgender, 5% Prefer not to answer

Sexual Orientation: 57% Straight, 18% prefer not 

to answer, 6% Lesbian, 5% Gay, 12% Bisexual, 2% 

Demisexual, 1% Asexual, 7% Other

Race/Ethnicity: 83% White, 3% Indigenous, 8% Black, 

10% Latinx, 5% AAPINH, 7% Multiracial, 6% Prefer not 

to answer 

288 Attendees  — Learn more here!

•	 Cascade Pacific Council - Boy Scouts of America

•	 Cedarwood Waldorf School

•	 Center for African Health and Education

•	 Central Catholic High School

•	 Central Oregon Community College Foundation

•	 Centro Cultural of Washington County

•	 Charm Ventures

•	 Chelsea Hicks Foundation

•	 Children’s Healing Art Project

•	 Children’s Healing Art Project, Inc

•	 Civic Influencers

•	 Clackamas Women’s Services

•	 Columbia Riverkeeper

•	 Community Cycling Center

•	 Community Energy Project

•	 Community Partners for Affordable Housing

•	 Community Warehouse

•	 Consulting For Good

•	 Coos Art Museum

•	 Council for the Homeless

•	 Dougy Center: The National Grief Center for 		

	 Children & Families

•	 Ecotrust

•	 Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon

•	 El Programa Hispano

•	 Elemental Energy

•	 ELSO, Inc

•	 Energy Trust of Oregon

•	 EZWriter Documentation Services

•	 FACT Oregon



All Workshops and Active Classes JAN - JUN 2023

•	 Familias en Accion

•	 FOOD For Lane County

•	 Forward Stride

•	 Free Geek

•	 Friends of Family Farmers

•	 Friends of Grenada Animal Shelter

•	 Friends Of Outdoor School

•	 Friends of Tryon Creek

•	 Friends of Tualatin River National Wildlife Refuge

•	 From Cradle to Crayons Child Care

•	 Green Lents

•	 Greenbelt Land Trust - Corvallis, OR

•	 Habitat for Humanity of Oregon

•	 Habitat for Humanity Portland Region

•	 Harper’s Playground

•	 Healing Circle

•	 Healthy Democracy

•	 Heart of Oregon Corps

•	 Hellenic-American Cultural Center & Museum of 	

	 Oregon and SW Washington

•	 Historic Parkrose

•	 Historic Rivoli Theater Performing Arts Center 	

	 Restoration Coalition

•	 Horses Adaptive Riding and Therapy

•	 Hoyt Arboretum Friends

•	 Hygiene4All

•	 IMPACT Immigration

•	 In Mulieribus

•	 Infinity Consulting PDX

•	 Inspired Boldness

•	 Intertribal Agriculture Council

•	 Jackson Street Youth Services

•	 Jamestown Community Center

•	 La’Arche Portland

•	 Lawyers’ Campaign for Equal Justice

•	 Liberty House

•	 Lift Urban Portland

•	 Lloyd EcoDistrict

•	 Luther House, the Lutheran Campus Ministry at the 	

	 Oregon State University

•	 Madison Area Technical College

•	 Marketing Communications | Target Market 		

	 Segmentation

•	 Metropolitan Family Service

•	 MHAAO

•	 Micronesian Islander Community

•	 MiGen

•	 Mittleman Jewish Community Center

•	 MJ Communication

•	 Momentum Alliance

•	 Moreland Resource Consulting LLC

•	 Mt. Hood Kiwanis Camp

•	 N/A

•	 Neighborhood House PDX

•	 nerdDOTgay

•	 New Buildings Institute

•	 New Door Ventures

•	 New Narrative

•	 Northwest Family Services

•	 OHSU Foundation

•	 Open Idea Exchange

•	 Oregon Agricultural Trust

•	 Oregon Environmental Council

•	 Oregon Food Bank

•	 Oregon Humanities 

•	 Oregon Museum of Science and Industry

•	 Oregon Wildlife Foundation

•	 p:ear

•	 Parenting With Intent

•	 Partners for a Hunger-Free Oregon

•	 Partnership for Safety & Justice

•	 Patricia Reser Center for the Arts

•	 Philanthropy360

•	 Planned Parenthood Columbia Willamette

•	 Poetic Nature LLC

•	 Portland Aquatic Club

•	 Portland Community College

•	 Portland Community College Foundation

•	 Portland Institute for Contemporary Art

•	 Portland Playhouse

•	 Portland Refugee Support Group

•	 Portland State University Foundation

•	 Portland Tennis & Education

•	 Portland Ultimate

•	 Portland YouthBuilders

•	 Pride Northwest, Inc.

•	 Proud Ground

•	 Proud Stutter



All Workshops and Active Classes JAN - JUN 2023

•	 Providence Foundation

•	 Quadriplegics United Against Dependency Inc. 	

	 (QUAD Inc.)

•	 Raphael House of Portland

•	 Rational Unicorn Legal Services

•	 ReBuilding Center

•	 Respond Crisis Translation

•	 Ride Connection

•	 Rose City Rollers

•	 Safe Shelter for Siuslaw Students

•	 Samara Learning Center

•	 Self Employed

•	 Sellwood Community House

•	 Silverton Area Community Aid

•	 Siuslaw Vision

•	 SMART Reading

•	 Southern California University of Health Sciences

•	 Specialized Housing, Incorporated

•	 Speece Consulting, LLC

•	 Stone Soup PDX

•	 Street Roots

•	 Sunshine Division

•	 The ALS Association Oregon and SW Washington 	

	 Chapter

•	 The Equi Institute

•	 The Grotto

•	 The People’s Nonprofit Accelerator

•	 The Portland Montessori School

•	 The Red Door Project

•	 Transitions Mental Health Association

•	 Unidos Bridging Community

•	 Urban League of Portland

•	 Volunteers of America of Oregon, Inc.

•	 Watercolor Society of Oregon 100 Club

•	 Westwind Stewardship Group

•	 Wild Diversity

•	 Willamette Falls Trust

•	 Willamette Vital Health

•	 Willamette Week’s Give!Guide

•	 Wonderfolk

•	 World Forestry Center

•	 WorldOregon

•	 Write Around Portland

•	 XRAY.fm

•	 Youth Villages

•	 Youth, Rights & Justice

•	 Yurok Tribe

•	 YWCA Clark County

Cities where students work out of or organization’s 
are headquartered:

Austin, TX

Beaverton, OR

Bend, OR

Billings, MT

Boring, OR

Coos Bay, OR

Corvallis, OR

Eugene, OR

Eureka, CA

Garibaldi, OR

Hillsboro, OR

Hood River, OR

Independence, OR

Junction City, OR

La Pine, OR

Lake Oswego, OR

Los Osos, CA

McMinnville, OR

Medford, OR

Milwaukie, OR

Oregon City, OR

Paradise Valley, AZ

Portland, OR

Sacramento, CA

Saint Helens, OR

Salem, OR

Sherwood, OR

Silverton, OR

Taos, New Mexico

Tigard, OR

Tualatin, OR

Turner, OR

Vancouver, WA

Washington, DC



 ©THE PEOPLE’S NONPROFIT ACCELERATOR

Throughout our forty-five years of building community we have addressed the 

most pressing issues of the day through a lens of resource and skill building. Today, 

we are a majority Black, Indigenous and People of Color led staff and board and we 

seek to shift the power dynamics in the nonprofit sector to be in favor of those who 

have been historically excluded from justice, equity and inclusion.

We invite you to learn more about our programming, community and theory of 

change through our website and connecting with us directly.


