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The mission of The Accelerator is to serve people raising

funds for nonprofit organizations by linking them with others

in the development community and providing affordable

opportunities for their professional growth and education.



Hello members and supporters of The People’s Nonprofit Accelerator,

I always find that the fall season is an exciting time for us. Just like in spring earlier this year, we launched 3
Signature Certificate Courses: Certificate in Nonprofit Fundraising, Certificate in Grant Writing, and Certificate
in Managerial Resilience. We definitely broke a record of nearly 90 students enrolled across three fall
programs, which is roughly 30% more individuals than we onboarded in spring. It goes to show that
opportunities for affordable and digitally accessible skills-building to support the nonprofit workforce is in
high demand. 

The fall season also is when we produce our industry-leading annual conference - “Philanthropy for the
People: Building Skills and Connection.” I personally love seeing this conference grow from a reactionary
position in 2020 in response to pandemic and the racial awakening following the death of George Floyd, to a
proactive conference centering EDIJ frameworks in nonprofit fundraising and leadership. This year we had
over 250 people participate across nearly 20 equity-centered, skill-building workshops, several grounding
plenaries, and two inspiring keynote speakers. We even became a live audience for The Ethical Rainmaker
podcast focused on DAF reform.

Between the cohorts and the conference, that usually keeps the staff at The People’s Nonprofit Accelerator
maxed out in capacity on programs. We spent the remaining time of the year to fiscally and
programmatically plan our activities for 2024. 

Speaking of 2024, if you were at the conference in September you would have heard first that we are building
a new set of programs, aptly named “Accelerator Programs.” Accelerator programs will be 3, 6, or 9 hours of
instruction on a particular nonprofit fundraising or leadership topic. Our goal is that we will have the
equivalent of eight 9-hour Accelerators in 2024 completed while concurrently operating our Signature
Certificate Courses and our Development Series program. At this time we are wrapping up the final
community surveys and interviews with former certificate alumni, current instructors and workshop
presenters, and community leaders to prioritize which topics we focus on. 

I’m proud of our staff, faculty, and community stepping up to address our historical enrollment in our
Signature Certificate Courses and the completion of another Philanthropy for the People conference this fall. I
hope that this report is helpful to demonstrate our impact in improving the skills and knowledge of the
nonprofit workforce. 

Sincerely and with gratitude,

Colin K. Crader II

Letter from the Executive Director

P.S. Read our 2023 Q1 + Q2
Impact Report if you
haven’t done so already.



If you’re seeking a holistic understanding of philanthropy and the core

functions of a nonprofit professional, you’re in the right place. The

Signature Certificate Courses are offered in partnership with Portland

State University (PSU) and fall outside of the continuing education

credit model. This partnership is rooted in the belief that our program

and community is bolstered by the increased audience for both PSU

and The Accelerator and a recognition of the value they bring to the

nonprofit sector in concert with more traditional academia.

CERTIFICATIONS

The Signature
Certificate Courses are
the leading fundraising
and leadership
certification programs
in Oregon.



Certificate in Grant Writing Graduates DEC 2023

Gender: 69% Woman, 13% Man, 6%

Transgender, 12% Non-binary

Sexual Orientation: 44% Straight, 6% other, 

19% Prefer not to answer, 9% Lesbian, 3% Gay, 

19% Bisexual

Race/Ethnicity: 69% White, 9% Black, 6% Latinx, 9%

AAPINH, 3% Multiracial, 3% Prefer not to answer

Demographic background of students:

Percentages will add up to more than 100% as we allow for
individuals to self-attest to multiple designations under
Gender, Sexual Orientation, and Race and Ethnicity.

Organizations reflected in the cohort:

Bee Girl Organization

Black Educational Achievement Movement

Candlelighters For Children With Cancer

Chemeketa Community College

Children's Institute

David Douglas School District

Free Geek

H.O.P.E.

Independent

Intertribal Agriculture Council

Jigsaw Consulting Services

Le'o 'oe 'Ofa

Meals on Wheels People

Our Just Future

Outside In

Portland Forest School of the Pacific Northwest

provided in financial
assistance through
in-kinded People’s
Nonprofit staff hours.

$17,250
Cities where students work out of or organization’s
are headquartered:

Joshua Tree, CA
Ann Arbor, MI
Missoula, MT
Hillsboro, OR
Salem, OR

Seaside, OR
Tillamook, OR
Princeton, WV
White Salmon, WA

About the Program
This ten-week tactical deep dive into the realities of
grant writing will build your skills and confidence so
you can create winning proposals. This is for anyone
looking to gain practical, current, and relevant experience
in nonprofit grant writing. No previous grant writing
experience necessary.

32 Students Enrolled — Learn more here!

Providence Seaside Hospital Foundation

Reading Results

ROSE Community Development

STEMPro

TERC

Trout Unlimited

Willamette Falls Trust

Write Around Portland

https://thepeoplesnonprofit.org/programs/certificate-in-grant-writing


"The Grantwriting certificate course through People's Nonprofit

Accelerator was an excellent professional development

experience. Instructor Tobey Goldfarb was engaging,

knowledgeable, and clearly experienced, sharing a longtime

understanding of the nonprofit and philanthropy landscape. A

fantastic primer."

Katie Hutchinson, 
Campaign Manager, Willamette Falls Trust

Student Testimonial



Certificate in Managerial Resilience Graduated DEC 2023

Demographic background of students:

Percentages will add up to more than 100% as we allow for
individuals to self-attest to multiple designations under
Gender, Sexual Orientation, and Race and Ethnicity.

Organizations reflected in the cohort:

Arts for Learning NW

Bonneville Environmental Foundation

Clackamas Drop - Youth Era

Exceed Enterprises

First United Methodist Church of Portland

Free Geek

Intertribal Agriculture Council

Sellwood Community House

The Equi Institute

Zenger Farm

Gender: 45% Woman, 27% Man, 9% Transgender, 

18% Non-Binary

Sexual Orientation: 36% Straight, 18% other, 9% prefer

not to answer, 9% Gay, 27% Bisexual

Race/Ethnicity: 55% White, 9% Indigenous, 36% AAPINH

About the Program
In this twelve-week tactical and dynamic course, you’ll
learn to manage up and down, create culture change,
and practice the art of team leadership. The Certificate
in Managerial Resilience is offered in partnership with
Portland State University. This course is for Nonprofit
professionals interested in better managing people
and projects. 

11 Students Enrolled — Learn more here!

provided in financial
assistance through
in-kinded People’s
Nonprofit staff hours.

$5,650

Cities where students work out of or organization’s
are headquartered:

Milwaukie, OR Vancouver, WA

https://thepeoplesnonprofit.org/programs/certificate-in-managerial-resilience


"I was expecting more of a typical management class, here's how

to work with difficult people on your team, how to do project

management, the logistics and administrative side of things. I

definitely didn't think it was going to be as real, vulnerable,

transparent, and uncomfortable in the best way possible. If you

want to be a manager, or a leader that will influence your team in

a positive, long-lasting way, then take the class. This class will

challenge you on what you think a good manager or leader is and

make you a better leader."

Angela Swan, Director of Community Impact, 
Portland Refugee Support Group 

Student Testimonial



Certificate in Nonprofit Fundraising Graduates JUN 2024

Demographic background of students:

Percentages will add up to more than 100% as we allow for
individuals to self-attest to multiple designations under
Gender, Sexual Orientation, and Race and Ethnicity.

Organizations reflected in the cohort:

All Good Northwest

ALS Northwest

Bienestar

Columbia Land Trust

Ekone Ranch/Sacred Earth Foundation

Familias en Acción

Free Geek

Fresh Education

Friends of the Columbia Gorge

Friends of H.A.R.T.

Good Neighbor Center

India Partners

Intertribal Agriculture Council

Oregon Health Authority 

Oregon Robotics Tournament & Outreach Program

Gender: 75% Woman, 16% Man, 3%, Transgender, 

3% Non-Binary, 3% Prefer not to answer

Sexual Orientation: 50% Straight, 3% other, 3% Gay, 

19% Bisexual, 25% Prefer not to answer

Race/Ethnicity: 44% White, 9% Black, 9% Latinx, 

6% Indigenous, 9% AAPINH, 9% Multiracial, 13% Prefer

not to answer

About the Program
The Certificate in Nonprofit Fundraising, offered in
partnership with Portland State University, is the only
comprehensive fundraising certification program in
Oregon. If you’re seeking a holistic understanding of
philanthropy and the core functions of a development
professional, you’re in the right place. 

32 Students Enrolled — Learn more here!

Oregon Talking Book and Braille Library

Police Activities League of Southwest Washington

Portland Opera

Roots and Beats Project

Safe Shelter for Siuslaw Students

Sisters of St. Mary of Oregon Foundation

STEMPro

The National Sanctuary of Our Sorrowful Mother

The People's Nonprofit Accelerator

The Salvation Army

Todos Juntos

Unity Shelter

Volunteer Interfaith Caregivers of Corvallis

XRAY.fm

provided in financial
assistance through
in-kinded People’s
Nonprofit staff hours.

$23,000
Cities where students work out of or organization’s
are headquartered:

Eureka, CA 
Ann Arbor, MI
Beaverton, OR 
Canby, OR 
Corvallis, OR
Florence, OR

Hillsboro, OR
Milwaukie, OR
Oak Grove, OR
Salem, OR
Goldendale, WA
Vancouver, WA

https://thepeoplesnonprofit.org/programs/certificate-in-nonprofit-fundraising


"This class has pulled all the various pieces of development work I've

learned over 26 years in the nonprofit sector together, giving me

clarity and direction in my development role. I especially enjoyed the

deep dives into the diversity, equity, and inclusion topics weaved

throughout the curriculum, giving depth and breadth to fundraising

work that I've seen glossed over in years past. I highly recommend

this course to anyone, whether a beginner or seasoned professional as

there is much to learn and keep abreast of, especially in this rapidly

changing development landscape."

Leona Westdahl, 
Area Director, SMART Reading

Student Testimonial



CONFERENCE

Philanthropy for the People is an industry leading nonprofit

fundraising and leadership conference centered on equity, diversity,

inclusion and justice. In 2023, we hosted a two-day hybrid conference

experience featuring live content as well as pre-recorded sessions.

Attendees spent time virtually building skills in Individual Giving, Grant

Writing, and Nonprofit Leadership.  The conference theme was

Building Skills + Connection. 

The People’s Nonprofit
Accelerator presents
Philanthropy 
for the People



Philanthropy for the People Conference 2023

Demographic background of attendees:

Percentages will add up to more than 100% as we allow for
individuals to self-attest to multiple designations under
Gender, Sexual Orientation, and Race and Ethnicity.

Organizations with Multiple Attendees:

Intertribal Agriculture Council

Meals on Wheels People

Oregon Food Bank

Our Just Future

Portland State University Foundation

SMART Reading

Gender: 75% Woman, 10% Man, 8% Non-binary, 

1% Transgender, 5% Prefer not to answer 

Sexual Orientation: 43% Straight, 9% Other, 3% Gay,

4% Lesbian, 17% Bisexual, 24% Prefer not to answer

Race/Ethnicity: 59% White, 6% Indigenous, 8% Black,

7% Latinx, 9% AAPINH, 4% Multiracial, 8% Prefer not

to answer 

Disability: 70% No, 14% Yes, 16% Prefer not to answer 

Years in Fundraising: 38% 1-2 years, 24% 3-5 years,

15% 6-10 years, 13% 11-15 years, 11% 15+ years

About the Conference

Philanthropy for the People: Building Skills and
Connection was a two-day hybrid conference
experience. Day 1 was filled with virtual workshops with
tracks dedicated to tactical skill-building in individual
giving, grant writing, and executive leadership. Day 2
was a hybrid simulcast event via WHOVA Conference
App and in-person gathering in Portland, OR featuring
panel discussions, networking, and plenary sessions to
talk about what is happening in nonprofits,
philanthropy, and government in regard to the funding
landscape locally, regionally, and nationally.

250+ Attendees — Learn more here!

provided in financial
assistance through
in-kinded People’s
Nonprofit staff hours.

$12,150

https://thepeoplesnonprofit.org/programs/annual-conference


© THE PEOPLE’S NONPROFIT ACCELERATOR

Throughout our forty-five years of building community we have addressed 

the most pressing issues of the day through a lens of resource and skill building.

Today, we are a majority Black, Indigenous and People of Color led staff and board

and we seek to shift the power dynamics in the nonprofit sector to be in favor of

those who have been historically excluded from justice, equity and inclusion.

We invite you to learn more about our programming, community and theory of

change through our website and connecting with us directly.


